Tumour-initiating activities of dihydrodiols of dibenz[a,c]anthracene.
The tumor-initiating activities of dibenz[a,c]anthracene (DBA) and of the related trans-1,2-, 3,4- and 10,11-dihydrodiols have been examined on mouse skin subsequently promoted with 12-O-tetradecanoyl-phorbol-13-acetate (TPA). The 1,2- and 10,11-dihydrodiols were active and were more active than equivalent doses of either the parent hydrocarbon or the 3,4-dihydrodiol. The data are discussed in relation to possible mechanisms that may be involved in the metabolic activation of DBA.